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   MODERN ENGLISH SCHOOL CAIRO  

American Middle School Program of Studies  

  

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students:    
  

Caring, Challenging, and Inspiring – Modern English School Cairo is committed to 

excellence in education.  The core business of Modern English School Cairo American 

Section program is fostering an environment where all students are given an 

opportunity to learn in a highly engaging learning environment that values individual 

growth, daily success, and positive relationships.    
  

The Middle School consists of Grades 7 and 8 where teachers who are specialists with 

this developmental age group instruct using a grade level TEAM approach and 

consciously make connections across educational disciplines. The purpose of the 

American Middle School Program at MES Cairo is to introduce students to a range of 

academic, social, and extra curriculum experiences that will develop students into 

thoughtful, creative, caring, and healthy individuals while at the same time prepare 

students for a successful transition to high school.    
  

The curriculum in Middle School is based upon the National Common Core Curriculum 

which was created to ensure all students are ready for success after high school. The 

Common Core focuses on developing the critical-thinking, problem-solving, and 

analytical skills students will need to be successful. The standards also promote literacy 

skills and concepts across all content areas. Students enhance their learning by 

engaging in experiential learning both inside and outside of school; taking part in an 

assortment of electives in the areas of visual and performing arts, computer 

technologies, world languages, health, and physical fitness. Throughout Middle School 

students are encouraged to take risks in areas they might not have experienced before. 

This enables students to experience a wide array of opportunities prior to deciding their 

educational path to high school.  
  

Working as a team of educators, we endeavor to build a community of learners who 

respect each other while establishing a strong bond between teacher and student.  In 

addition, we recognize the importance of supporting the unique intellectual, emotional, 

and social needs of the middle school student and instilling a commitment to lifelong 

wellness and the attributes of a healthy lifestyle.   
  

Welcome to our 2018-2019 Program of Studies guide. We hope you will take the time 

to read and study this booklet as it contains a wealth of important information about 

your future.   
  

  

  

 ___________________                                                         _______________________  

 Ms. Dodie Ballard                                                                          Mr. David McKoski   

 Principal of Secondary,                                                                 Vice Principal of Secondary,  

American Section                                                                           American Section  
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American Section Middle School Administrative Team 

  
   
 

    Mrs. Dodie Ballard 
  

      Mr. David McKoski  
    

      Ms. Shelby Fowler  
  

      Ms. Hadeer Bahaa  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Principal, Grades 7 through 12  
  
Vice Principal, Grades 7 through 12  

Dean of Students, Grades 7 and 8  
  
Grades 7 and 8 Administrative Officer   
Contact Information: hbahaa@mescairo.com  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  
  

 
    

New Cairo, South of Police Academy  
Mailing address: P.O.Box 5, New Cairo, Tagamoa Khamis, 11835 Cairo, Egypt  

Hotline: 19836      Tel: (+202) 26189600      Fax:(+202) 25379400  

 Email: mescairo@mescairo.com  Website: www.mescairo.com  

  
  

http://www.mescairo.com/
http://www.mescairo.com/
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The American Section Middle School Program  
  

What is the Middle School Program?  

The Middle School Program consists of Grades 7 and 8 where teachers are specialists with this 

developmental age group. Using a grade level TEAM approach, curriculums are developed to consciously 

make connections across educational disciplines. The purpose of the American Middle School Program is to 

introduce students to a range of academic, social, and extracurricular experiences that will develop students 

into thoughtful, creative, caring, and healthy individuals while at the same time prepare students for a 

successful transition to high school.  
  

The curriculum in Middle School is based upon the National Common Core Curriculum which was created to 

ensure all students are ready for success after high school. The Common Core focuses on developing the 

critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills students will need to be successful. The standards 

also promote literacy skills across all content areas. Students enhance their learning by engaging in 

experiential learning both inside and outside of school. Students will also be taking part in an assortment of 

electives in the areas of fine and performing arts, computer technologies, world languages, health, and 

physical fitness. Throughout Middle School students are encouraged to take risks and endeavor in areas 

they might not have experienced before. This enables these adolescents to experience a wide array of 

opportunities prior to deciding their educational path in high school.  
  

Foundational Skills   

We strive to build a community of learners who respect each other and their world while establishing a 

strong bond between teacher and student.  The 7th and 8th grade teaching teams provide academic, social, 

and emotional support during this time of transition through a blended approach of consistent behavior 

management using CHAMPS & Elements. Elements is a new initiative that seeks to build essential skills of 

Respect, Integrity, Dependability, Readiness and Effort into students’ daily routines. These 5 essential 

Elements have been identified as the key characteristics students need to become successful 21st century 

citizens. As a part of providing a rich and full curricular program extending beyond the school day, the LDD 

department, in conjunction with the Middle School Team of teachers, provides a Homework Club.  During 

Homework Club, fully certificated teachers provide small group and one-to-one instruction in all subject areas 

to reinforce the development of foundational skill necessary for High School.    
  

Students in the middle school program also experience learning outside the classroom through a variety of 

enrichment activities which fosters the understanding of how all content learned connects to one another 

and how it can make the world in which they live a better place. The Week Without Walls Program for 

Grade 7 and Grade 8 aims to provide middle school students a variety of challenging and inspiring learning 

opportunities that extend and enhance learning beyond the classroom. Grade 7 & Grade 8 students develop 

Graduate Profile characteristics throughout the year in HRCF in preparation for their trips during Week 

Without Walls. Week Without Walls is the culmination of the character building lessons in HRCF and subject 

area units of study where students are challenged to Find Your Passion, Make your Mark.  
  

Assessments  

The purpose of assessment at all grade levels is to determine a student’s level of mastery of the content.  

Teachers work as a team to enable students to demonstrate through both formative and summative 

assessments the overall depth and breadth of the learned content. Formative assessments that occur regularly 

are utilized to provide feedback to students and teachers about how students are progressing in their learning, 

while summative assessments serve as a cumulative evaluation of the content learned. These assessments take 

different forms, a unique characteristic of the American Section. Traditional Assessments are intertwined with 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.mescairo.com/mesnew/PDF/2016.2017/Week%20Without%20Walls%20G7%20Overview%202016-2017.pdf
http://www.mescairo.com/mesnew/PDF/2016.2017/Week%20Without%20Walls%20G8%20Overview%202016-2017%20.pdf
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Projects, Presentations, and Demonstrations to challenge students to integrate technology and 

creativity when demonstrating their understanding of content.  
  

What happens after the American Section Middle School Program?  

The curriculum in the American High School Program continues to follow the National Common Core 

Curriculum exposing students to a well-rounded and rigorous liberal arts education that will prepare 

students to transition to universities in Egypt and around the world. The American High School Program 

offers a challenging academic curriculum connecting the various content areas, fostering artistic 

appreciation and expression, nurturing the individual talents of each student, developing responsible 

leadership skills, and instilling the ethic of a 21st Century global citizenship. The American curriculum offers 

students a rigorous curriculum with options to enroll in Honors classes and Advanced Placement (AP) classes. 

Students are also highly prepared during grades 9 and 10 to successfully enter the IB Diploma Program at the 

end of G10 if they choose.   
  

Individual Graduation Plan (IGP)  

Modern English School Cairo is committed to assisting students in developing a course of study that meets 

their academic goals. Beginning in grade 8 and continuing early in the second term of each year, students 

are asked to choose courses for the next academic year. During the registration process, an advisor will talk 

with each student as to which courses are appropriate based upon ability, performance, and future plans. 

A completed 4-year comprehensive plan is created during the Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) advisement 

meeting. This plan is then revisited each year to ensure that students remain on track for graduation and 

future university plans. Students are encouraged to research universities and career choices by visiting 

https://mescairo.mymajors.com/college-majors to receive relative and up-to-date information.  
  

 

https://mescairo.mymajors.com/college-majors
https://mescairo.mymajors.com/college-majors
https://mescairo.mymajors.com/college-majors
https://mescairo.mymajors.com/college-majors
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The American Section Middle School Course Descriptions  
  

ENGLISH 
The MES Cairo English Curriculum in the American Section follows the National Common Core 
curriculum for English. The curriculum is varied, rigorous and integrates the main subject elements of 
Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking.  
   

Grade 7 English 

Grade 7 English places an emphasis on the basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  
There is also a focus on organizational and study skills as a foundation for success in secondary school.  
   

Comprehension and critical thinking skills will be strengthened through relevant activities. Students 
will be exposed to various forms of storytelling throughout the year through novels, poetry, drama, 
and non-fiction; as well as through personal-storytelling and creative writing assignments. Students 
also practice writing in various modes for different audiences, with emphasis placed on analytical 
writing where they will improve in their use of textual evidence, writing a clear and concise analysis 
and explanation, and improve their grammar and language skills.  
  

   

Grade 8 English  

In Grade 8 English a range of methodologies are incorporated to teach literature, grammar/usage, and 
writing, comprehension, speaking, and listening.  In keeping with the American High School 
philosophy, students are expected to rely on a range of learning styles to maximize achievement 
across units of study.   
   

Writing is emphasized throughout, wherein students gain strength in each phase of the writing 
process.  Students write from a variety of genres, modes, and organizational patterns to develop 
skills in evaluating written work where they will improve in their use of textual evidence, writing a 
clear and concise analysis and explanation.  
   

Students are introduced to a range of literary modes.  Short stories, novels, and supplemental works 
are read.  Selections include appropriate fiction (prose, drama and poetry) and non-fiction texts. 
Students are expected to read critically and improve oral and writing skills as they interpret 
literature and non-fiction texts.  They are further expected to engage actively in the learning 
process.    
  

 

  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
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SOCIAL STUDIES  
The MES Cairo Social Studies Curriculum explores and compares societies around the 

world, with an emphasis on using primary and secondary sources to enhance student understanding.  

  

Grade 7: Ancient History  

This course begins with an introductory unit on Geography focusing on the usage of geographic 
concepts, tools, and skills to draw conclusions about physical and human patterns. Content includes, 
but not be limited to understanding continents and regions in terms of location, physical 
characteristics, population and culture, historical change, economic activity, and land use. Students 
will be exposed to the multiple dynamics of geography including economics and world history. 
Students will study methods of historical inquiry and primary and secondary historical documents. 
Following this, students investigate the earliest periods of world history. Beginning with the 
development of civilizations, students follow the progression of the Ancient World through the lens of 
a historian, archaeologist, and geographer. A study of civilizations including Mesopotamia and Ancient 
Egypt provide the backdrop for students to develop their critical thinking skills.  Students engage in 
small-group activities, projects, discussions/debates, and experiential learning activities that promote 
problem-solving and incorporate reading comprehension and the fundamentals of writing.  Special 
emphasis is given to research methods, literacy skills, inferencing, evidence-based argumentation and 
the integration of technology for the 21st century learner including basic computer skills.   

  

  

Grade 8: Classical World History  

This course begins with a review unit on Geography focusing on the usage of geographic concepts, 

tools, and skills to draw conclusions about physical and human patterns. Content includes, but not be 

limited to understanding continents and regions in terms of location, physical characteristics, 

population and culture, historical change, economic activity, and land use. This course continues with 

and an intense study of classical societies such as Greece, Rome, China, and early American Pre-

Columbian societies.  Students engage in small-group activities, projects, discussions/debates, and 

other experiential learning activities that promote critical thinking skills.  Special emphasis is given to 

annotated reading, literacy skills, evidence-based writing, multiple perspective analysis, and 

technology for the 21st century learner.  

  
  

 
  

  
  
  

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/Search/CriteriaSearch?search=Standards&subjectId=32&gradeId=11
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MATHEMATICS   
  

Topics across the curriculum are designed using the spiraling technique in which a topic is introduced 

in a relatively simple framework and then returned to, one or more times, in a successively more 

complex form.  
  

Grade 7: Integrated Math  

This course serves as a bridge between the concepts learned in elementary school mathematics and 
the expectations of junior high and high school level mathematics. Some topics from Year 6 are also 
reintroduced again in Grade 7 to satisfy a solid foundation for the coming years. Computation skills 
with whole numbers, decimals, and fractions will be further developed and reinforced. Students will 
be expected to demonstrate competency in these computations without the aid of a calculator.  
Problem solving strategies and critical thinking skills will also be stressed in a cooperative learning 
environment. As warranted, remediation of basic computational skills will be included in the 
curriculum. From this course student will progress into Pre-Algebra or Algebra I in the eighth grade.  
  

Grade 8: Pre-Algebra  

Introducing students to the more abstract language of Algebra, this course will reinforce middle 
school math skills. Students are expected to be proficient in general computational mathematics. 
Besides learning equation solving and simplification of algebraic expressions, students will also work 
with geometric concepts. This course strives to foster improvement in problem-solving skills, 
problem analysis, and independent thinking in preparation for high school mathematics. Students’ 
progress to Algebra I upon completion of the course.  
  

Grade 8 Honors: Algebra I   

Open to highly motivated students who have demonstrated, by previous achievement, a high level of 
competency in computational mathematics. This course requires a keen aptitude for problem solving 
and abstract concepts. Students must have demonstrated diligence in completing assignments and 
the ability to handle a demanding pace and workload. This course is equivalent to the first full year of 
high school Honors Algebra I, students’ progress to Honors Geometry upon completion of the course.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/6/introduction/
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SCIENCE 
In all science classrooms students will become aware of the way in which scientists work and 
communicate with each other throughout the world. The topics covered will raise awareness of the 
moral/ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of using science and technology and 
provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity, which will stimulate and challenge students.  
   

Grade 7: Life Science  

This is an exploratory lab-based course that provides important foundation skills to allow students to 
further progress through the high school level sciences. The course will cover an introduction of 
Biology. The focus of Life Science will be cell biology, which involves the structure of cells, cell 
functions, cell division, single-celled, multi-celled organisms and body systems. Finally, the last unit 
will involve the ecosystems and the human interaction.  Students will efficiently perform labs and then 
focus on creating high quality, typed lab reports.  Included in lab reports will be a digital diagram of 
the experiments design.  We will also focus on various inquiry-based projects which students 
complete outside of the classroom.  
   

Grade 8: Physical Science  

This is an exploratory lab-based course that follows the 8th grade Physical Science. This course 
addresses specific of Physics and Chemistry. This 8th grade class provides important foundation skills 
to allow students to further progress through the high school level sciences. The focus initially is 
Chemistry, involving the structure of matter, reactions, solutions, the periodic table, density, mixtures, 
formula writing and balancing equations. Further study involves Physics, with an overview of 
measurement, motion, forces, energy, waves, and simple machines Students will efficiently perform 
labs with a focus on creating high quality, typed lab reports.  We will also focus on various inquiry- 
based projects which students complete outside of the classroom.  
  

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

http://www.nextgenscience.org/three-dimensions
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities are the five C’s of modern 

language education at Modern English School Cairo. The MES Cairo World Language Department 

provides a fun, dynamic and comprehensive language program. We believe that learning another 

language and culture is essential for well-rounded education and is needed to live and participate in a 

pluralistic society.   
  

Grade 7: French and Spanish   

Grade 7 French and Spanish curriculum is designed to create a foundation of basic language skills.  

Students further develop their ability to use the language as a practical means of communication in a 

wide range of contexts.  Students are introduced to vocabulary and grammar to enable them to 

develop an effective and accurate command of the language including speaking, writing, reading and 

listening skills.   
  

Grade 8: French and Spanish  

Grade 8 French and Spanish are designed to reinforce and build upon language skills acquired during 

grade 7.  Students continue to develop their ability to use the language as a practical means of 

communication in different contexts. The course adopts a communicative approach to grammar.  
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
  
  

https://www.actfl.org/publications/all/world-readiness-standards-learning-languages/standards-summary
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

Grade 7 and 8 

Design and Technology develops a student's ability for innovative and creative thought through the 
planning and development of design projects related to real-life needs and situations. Using design 
technology with resistant materials, robotics, and computer animations, students identify needs and 
opportunities, research and investigate existing solutions, analyze data and information, generate, 
justify and evaluate ideas, and experiment with tools, materials and techniques to develop design 
projects. Through the development of their design projects and the analysis of the design work of 
others, students reflect on the impact of design on society and the environment. The culmination of 
these skills taught throughout the year results in the manufacture of working products.   
  

The course is divided into 3 sections: Workshop, Computer Applications and Robotics.   
  

Workshop: students will design and make a small product based on a specific theme. They will learn 
how to use the tools and machines in the workshop safely and accurately.    
  

Computer Applications: Students will learn how to use Mac applications including creating an 
interactive photo album and a short movie using iMovie.   
  

Robotics: Students will learn how to program a robot and be introduced to elements of coding.  
  
  

  

 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



   

10  

  
EXPRESSIVE ARTS  
The MES Performing Arts curriculum will provide students an opportunity to explore the creative 
aspects of their education and implement those through productions and course work. We feel the 
skills they acquire in the performing arts helps to solidify and support characteristics and skills that are 
required for all subjects. The curriculum supports collaborative learning, self-discipline, self-
confidence and communication skills.  
 

DRAMA 

Grade 7 and 8 

The Drama course introduces students to different styles and techniques of drama and its various 
uses.  We also aim to develop self-confidence, sensitivity and thinking skills. Communication skills 
form an essential part of the course.  Drama is a practical course and the lessons and projects include 
aspects of the three main areas of study, which are communication, creation and performance, and 
evaluation.  Students learn basic vocal exercises, give and receive feedback, learn how to improve 
their speech, perform in various stages and settings, and use reflection throughout the course. By the 
end of the course, students should have a base understanding of performance space, characterization, 
vocal control, and body control.  
 

MUSIC 
 

Grades 7 and 8 

 Students’ understanding, and enjoyment of music is developed through activities which bring 

together elements from performing, composing, listening and appraising.  Electronic instruments and 

IT are used to record and enhance the performances and compositions where appropriate.  

Throughout the course, students perform, compose, listen, respond to and appraise music. Students 

will be able to distinguish various musical elements and extend their musical experience and musical 

knowledge.    

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/content/glossary
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VISUAL ART   

 

Grades 7 and 8  

Visual Art is an introduction to using creativity and design to deepen critical thinking, problem solving, 
and communication.  Projects are designed to connect artistic ideas with personal meaning within 
cultural, historical, and social contexts.    

It is the intention of the department to give every student the opportunity to extend and refine their 

skills and to develop as an individual.  In grades 7 and 8 students are exposed to a rich array of 

methods, skills, techniques, and materials to explore and experience art in its many forms such as:  

drawing, painting, sculpture, and printmaking. Art making is aimed at engaging and inspiring creativity 

in our students whilst scaffolding their skills and heightening their enjoyment and appreciation of art.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Grades 7 and 8  

Through a mix of team games, fitness training methods and movement/aesthetic activities students 
gain an understanding of skills, team tactics and health related elements of fitness. Students develop 
leadership and empathy through peer feedback, leading small groups and reflecting at the end of the 
lessons. Students are also introduced to task progression and peer coaching.   

  
 

  
  
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

13  

 

 LEARNING DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT (LDD) 
The Secondary Learning Development Department (LDD) staff recognizes that students have different learning 

styles and that there are many factors including a student’s exceptionality that affect academic achievement. 

The LDD believes in equal opportunities of learning for all students who are enrolled at Modern English School 

Cairo (MES).  Our aim is to ensure that all students with exceptionalities are able to access and perform 

effectively within the rigorous curriculum offered at MES.    

  

Staff members of the Learning Development Department (LDD) are fully committed in supporting students who 

have been identified as having special educational needs to maximize each individual’s learning potential. 

Student support starts in Grade 7 and may continue through Grade 10.  Students with exceptionalities are 

identified through several means- Year 6 LDD referrals, assessments from specialized centers, previous 

academic records, teachers concern and referrals, and standardized assessment tools such as MAP.    

  

Each identified student has an Individual Education Plan (IEP) created according to his/her exceptionality to 

best serve the student’s needs.  The IEPs are written and reviewed three times per academic year. During the 

yearly reviews teachers, parents and students discuss current progress and then modify or set new goals and 

accommodations.   

  

The Learning Development Department provides in-class support in the subject areas of English, Math, Science 

and Humanities to students with IEPs. The role of the support teacher is to work in close partnership and in a 

collaborative manner with the subject teacher in order to provide individualized instruction to address the 

specific needs that are outlined in a student’s IEP.  Individualized support may include differentiation, 

scaffolding, extended time or help with organization.  

  

During internal exams, LDD puts in place special exam provisions to help address a student’s needs to serve 

their exceptionality.  LDD students may be withdrawn from the examination hall/classroom and placed in an 

alternative exam venue to receive the necessary support.  This can be extra time, a reader, and in some cases 

an amanuensis in those subjects in which they receive support.   

  

LDD also supports a Gifted and Talented (G&T) Program to identify students who are entitled to have their 

progress recognized and accelerated.  LDD maintains a register for in-class differentiation in order to maximize 

students’ learning potential. Students in the G&T Program are encouraged to achieve their full potential by 

participating in G&T After School Activities (ASA). Math and Science ASAs are offered for students who excel in 

numeracy and English and humanities ASAs are offered for students who excel in literacy.   

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/mescairo.com/mes-e-learning-hub/
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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING  
  

The American Section Middle School Program strives to provide opportunities 

for students to enhance their learning by engaging in experiential learning both inside 

and outside of school. One of the unique experiences that students participate in is 

the Week Without Walls Program. Using Cairo, its history and its future, as a 

backdrop, students spend a week outside of the classroom engaged in a variety of 

activities. Ranging from visits to historical monuments to local farms and outreach 

organizations, students are fully immersed in their environment as they meet new 

people, take risks, and put their hard work in the classroom to the test applying 

concepts and content to their everyday lives.   

Week Without Walls is a program offered in both Grade 7 and Grade 8 with 

different trips each year. The goal each year is to find organizations and destinations 

that challenge students to use what they are learning in the classroom to making an 

impact in their community. Each subject has a connection to the trips that students 

take during Week Without Walls, deepening students understanding and making 

connections between content and community. Week Without Walls is also an 

opportunity for students to demonstrate the character education lessons of HRCF 

including leadership, teamwork, perseverance, and confidence building opportunities.  

Participation in Week Without Walls is a privilege offered to all students who meet the academic and 

behavioral requirements. Each year, teachers strive to find new and innovative opportunities for their students 

outside of the classroom. It is truly one of the highlights of the year for students as they can take a ‘hands on’ 

approach to their learning and come away with invaluable experiences that will influence them in years to 

come. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  

http://mescairo.com/mesnew/PDF/2017.2018/WeekWithoutWalls2018.pdf
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American High School Graduation Requirements  
  
A minimum of 28 credits earned in Grade 9 through 12 is required for a college preparatory MES Cairo 

American High School Diploma (AHSD).  These requirements are meant to serve as a minimum standard rather 

than the standard which students should try to achieve.  This AHSD program provides a comprehensive range 

of course mastery, while allowing for personal choice in an individual’s area of interest and career aspiration.  

  

Subject Area  Minimum Credits  
Recommended for 
College/University  

English  4.0  4  

Mathematics  3.0  4  

Science  3.0  3-4  

Social Studies  3.0  3  

World Language  2.0 consecutive  3-4 fluency  

Arts  2.0    

Physical Education  1.0    

Health  0.5    

Computer Science  1.0    

Religion  2.0    

Arabic  4.0    

Electives  2.5    

  
          
  

•  All students follow courses in Arabic Language and Religious Studies to fulfill the Egyptian Ministry of 

Education requirements.  

Students in Grades 9 through 12 earn a cumulative Grade point average (GPA).  This GPA is based on the grades 

earned per trimester.  It is important to note that the GPA earned by students in Grade 9 will be part of their 

permanent record (transcript) throughout their high school career and is a significant document for college 

admissions.  

  

It is important to note that the grades earned by a student in Grade 7 and 8 will not count toward their GPA 

accumulation and will not be part of their permanent record throughout their high school career. However, 

middle school grades will be considered when determining placement in G9 honor classes. Middle School is also 

the time to learn and reinforce those habits, patterns, and skills that will set students up for success in the 

higher grades.   

  

Besides the core content classes, students have the opportunity to select from a robust offering of elective 

courses.  By doing so, students are able to engage in a full 21st century liberal arts education where learning, 

literacy, and life skills are developed in order to help students be successful in the information age. These skills 

include, but not limited to the following: critical and creative thinking, written, visual, and oral communication, 

and collaboration and problem solving.  
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Course Offerings 2018-2019 
  

American High School Diploma electives and Advanced Placement (AP) courses that will be offered in 

the 2018-2019 school year include the following.  
  

Visual Arts English  Computer Science  

Art & Design I, II,  
Pre-AP Art: 2D Design  
Photography I  
Digital Art & Design I  
AP Art: 2D Design & Drawing  
AP Art: Painting & Drawing  
  

Media Studies   
Creative Writing  
AP English Language and   
      Composition  
AP English Literature and   
      Composition  
  

Computer Applications  
Multimedia  
Digital Animations I, II  
AP Computer Science Principles  
  

Mathematics  World Languages  Expressive Arts  

Pre- Calculus  
Statistics                                   

French III   
Spanish IV  

Choir  
Instrumental Music  

AP Calculus AB and BC  
AP Statistics   

  Theatre I, II  
Advanced Theatre  
  

Physical Education  Science  Social Studies  

Advanced Physical Education  
  

Classical Physics 
Physics B1 and B2  
AP Physics B1 and B2  
AP Chemistry  
AP Biology  
Environmental Science 
  

Economics  
Business Studies  
Psychology  
International Relations 

AP Microeconomics    
AP Macroeconomics  
AP World History  
AP Art History  
AP Comparative Government   
  

  

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program created by the College Board, which offers college-level 
curricula and examinations to high school students. American colleges and universities often grant 
placement and course credit to students who obtain high scores on the examinations.  
  

*MES Cairo reserves the right to adjust course offerings as necessary.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mescairo.com/mesnew/PDF/2017.2018/HSProgramofStudiesfinal2018-2019.pdf
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MODERN ENGLISH SCHOOL 

CAIRO 

 

Modern English School Cairo is a co-educational International school catering for 
students aged 31/2  to 18 years.  Starting with a comprehensive Early Years 
Programme in the Foundation section, the National Curriculum of England is 
followed throughout the Primary School.  Arabic and Religious Studies are taught 
from Year One, with Arabic as a Foreign Language offered to non-Arabic speakers.   

Secondary education at MES Cairo provides students with a choice of British or 
American Curriculum (from Year / Grade Seven).  Students then continue to study 
in their chosen section, gaining qualifications in either IGCSE, AS and A Levels or the 
American High School Diploma (including AP courses). Towards the end of Year / 
Grade 10, all students may apply to join the two-year International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme (IBDP), prior to gaining places at universities both nationally 
and internationally.  

 

 

 

New Cairo, South of Police Academy 
Mailing address: P.O.Box 5, New Cairo, Tagamoa Khamis, 11835 Cairo, Egypt 

Hotline : 19836    Tel.: (+202) 26189600     Fax: (+202) 25379400 
Email: mescairo@mescairo.com Website: www.mescairo.com 
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